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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Should applicant desire to obtain the benefit of foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 
119(a)-(d) prior to declaration of an interference, a certified English translation of the 
foreign application must be submitted in reply to this action. 37 CFR 41 .154(b) and 
41.202(e). 

Failure to provide a certified translation may result in no benefit being accorded 
for the non-English application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6/8/2006 was filed. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claims 11-12 are drawn to a "program" per se as recited in the preamble and as 
such is non-statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 2106.IV.B.1 .a. Data structures not 
claimed as embodied in computer readable media are descriptive material per se and 
are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a 
data structure per se held nonstatutory). Such claimed data structures do not define 
any structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure and other 
claimed aspects of the invention, which permit the data structure's functionality to be 
realized. In contrast, a claimed computer readable medium encoded with a data 
structure defines structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure 
and the computer software and hardware components which permit the data structure's 
functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. Similarly, computer programs claimed 
as computer listings perse, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the programs are not 
physical "things." They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as 
they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define 
any structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and 
other claimed elements of a computer, which permit the computer program's 
functionality to be realized. Examiner suggests changing part of the preamble to include 
"computer readable medium encoded with a computer executable instructions" or "a 
computer readable medium embodied with a computer program". 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,225 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-7, and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Deeds et al. (US 20030120500 A1), and in view of Sawada et al. (US 

20080032717 A1). 

Regarding claim 1. Deeds et al. discloses a communication terminal for 
communicating with another communication terminal via telephone or electronic mail 
(abstract, title, If: 5-8, 18-20,24-34, Deeds et al. teaches mobile terminal sending 
information that has restriction or locking content to be delivered on another device), the 
communication terminal comprising: 

a communication section operable to receive, from another communication terminal, 
personal information including at least a telephone number or electronic mail address of 
the other communication terminal (title, fig. 4a, abstract, ^: 5-8, 18-20, 24-34, Deeds et 
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al. teaches setting expiration time as an incentive for a reward, including contact 
information, and profile id; hence, a communication device receiving and displaying 
information from another device). 

However, Deeds et al. does not discloses a presentation attribute that indicates whether 
presentation of the personal information to a third party is permitted; nonetheless, 
Sawada et al. teaches displaying information allowing or permitting users to view 
restricted data by means of restriction flags (fig. 2, 4-7, ^\ 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches 
displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted information or content to be 
retrieved). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to specifically include by attribute presentation 
means indication of users permission status, as taught by Sawada et al. for the 
purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce nuisance messages fl|: 3). 
a personal information storage section operable to store the personal information and 
presentation attribute acquired from the other communication terminal received by the 
communication section (fig. 1-3b, abstract, title, If: 36-46, 49-55, Deeds et al. teaches 
use of personal information storage means and presenting type); 
However, Deeds et al. does not specifically discloses determining whether presentation 
of the stored personal information to the third party is permitted based on the 
presentation attribute, nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying information 
allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction flags (fig. 2, 
4-7, 1J: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted 
information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
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person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically 
include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission status, as taught 
by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce nuisance 
messages 3). 

a personal information presentation section operable to present (title, fig. 4a, abstract, ^: 
5-8, 18-20, 24-34, Deeds et al. teaches setting expiration time as an incentive for a 
reward, including contact information, and profile id), to the third party via the 
communication section. 

However, Deeds et al. does not discloses only personal information that has been 
determined by the personal information determination section to be permitted to be 
presented to the third party, the personal information having been acquired from the 
other communication terminal; nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying 
information, allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction 
flags (fig. 2, 4-7, If: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to 
view restricted information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
specifically include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission 
status, as taught by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce 
nuisance messages 3). 

Regarding claim 10. Deeds et al. discloses a method for placing restrictions on 
disclosure of information employed by a communication terminal which communicates 
with another communication terminal via telephone or electronic mail (abstract, title, If: 
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5-8, 18-20,24-34, Deeds et al. teaches mobile terminal sending information that has 
restriction or locking content to be delivered on another device), the method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving, from another communication terminal, personal information including at least 
a telephone number or electronic mail address of the other communication terminal 
(title, fig. 4a, abstract, If: 5-8, 18-20, 24-34, Deeds et al. teaches setting expiration time 
as an incentive for a reward, including contact information, and profile id). 
However, Deeds et al. does not discloses only personal information that has been 
determined by the personal information determination section to be permitted to be 
presented to the third party, the personal information having been acquired from the 
other communication terminal; nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying 
information, allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction 
flags (fig. 2, 4-7, ^: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to 
view restricted information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
specifically include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission 
status, as taught by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce 
nuisance messages fl|: 3). 

storing the received personal information and presentation attribute acquired from the 
other communication terminal 43-44, Deeds et al. teaches storing means for 
personal information and suitable format); 

However, Deeds et al. does not specifically discloses determining whether presentation 
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of the stored personal information to the third party is permitted based on the 
presentation attribute, nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying information 
allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction flags (fig. 2, 
4-7, If: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted 
information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically 
include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission status, as taught 
by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce nuisance 
messages flf: 3). 

presenting to the third party only personal information that has been determined in the 
determining step to be permitted to be presented to the third party (fig. 2-3b, abstract, 
title, If: 28-34, 43-46, Deeds et al. teaches forwarding information). 
Regarding claim 11. Deeds et al. discloses a program to be executed by a 
communication terminal which communicates with another communication terminal via 
telephone or electronic mail, for placing restrictions on disclosure of information 
(abstract, title, If: 5-8, 18-20,24-34, Deeds et al. teaches mobile terminal sending 
information that has restriction or locking content to be delivered on another device), the 
program causing execution of the steps of: 

receiving, from another communication terminal, personal information including at least 
a telephone number or electronic mail address of the other communication terminal 
(title, fig. 4a, abstract, If: 5-8, 18-20, 24-34, Deeds et al. teaches setting expiration time 
as an incentive for a reward, including contact information, and profile id). However, 
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Deeds et al. does not discloses only personal information that has been determined by 
the personal information determination section to be permitted to be presented to the 
third party, the personal information having been acquired from the other 
communication terminal; nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying information, 
allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction flags (fig. 2, 
4-7, If: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted 
information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically 
include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission status, as taught 
by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce nuisance 
messages (If: 3). 

storing the received personal information and presentation attribute acquired from the 
other communication terminal flj: 43-44, Deeds et al. teaches storing means for 
personal information and suitable format); 

However, Deeds et al. does not specifically discloses determining whether presentation 
of the stored personal information to the third party is permitted based on the 
presentation attribute, nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying information 
allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction flags (fig. 2, 
4-7, 1J: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted 
information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically 
include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission status, as taught 
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by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce nuisance 
messages (If: 3). 

presenting to the third party only personal information that has been determined in the 
determining step to be permitted to be presented to the third party (fig. 2-3b, abstract, 
title, If: 28-34, 43-46, Deeds et al. teaches forwarding information). 
Regarding claim 12. Deeds et al. discloses a recording medium having recorded 
thereon a program to be executed by a communication terminal which communicates 
with another communication terminal via telephone or electronic mail (abstract, title, If: 
5-8, 18-20,24-34, Deeds et al. teaches mobile terminal sending information that has 
restriction or locking content to be delivered on another device), the program causing 
execution of the steps of: 

receiving, from another communication terminal, personal information including at least 
a telephone number or electronic mail address of the other communication terminal 
(title, fig. 4a, abstract, If: 5-8, 18-20, 24-34, Deeds et al. teaches setting expiration time 
as an incentive for a reward, including contact information, and profile id). 
However, Deeds et al. does not discloses only personal information that has been 
determined by the personal information determination section to be permitted to be 
presented to the third party, the personal information having been acquired from the 
other communication terminal; nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying 
information, allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction 
flags (fig. 2, 4-7, If: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to 
view restricted information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
specifically include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission 
status, as taught by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce 
nuisance messages Of: 3). 

storing the received personal information and presentation attribute acquired from the 
other communication terminalflf: 43-44, Deeds et al. teaches storing means for personal 
information and suitable format); 

However, Deeds et al. does not specifically discloses determining whether presentation 
of the stored personal information to the third party is permitted based on the 
presentation attribute, nonetheless, Sawada et al. teaches displaying information 
allowing or permitting users to view restricted data by means of restriction flags (fig. 2, 
4-7, If: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted 
information or content to be retrieved). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically 
include by attribute presentation means indication of users permission status, as taught 
by Sawada et al. for the purposes of, or motivation to avoid or reduce nuisance 
messages (If: 3). 

presenting to the third party only personal information that has been determined in the 

determining step to be permitted to be presented to the third party (fig. 2-3b, abstract, 

title, If: 28-34, 43-46, Deeds et al. teaches forwarding information). 

Consider claim 2. The communication terminal according to claim 1, wherein 

the personal information determination section allows a display section included in the 
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communication terminal to display the telephone number or electronic mail address 
acquired from the other communication terminal (fig. 2, 4-7, If: 27-35, Sawada et al. 
teaches displaying identification information), only when the presentation attribute 
indicates that presentation is permitted (fig. 2, 4-7, 1f: 27-35, Sawada et al. teaches 
displaying whether it is permitted to view restricted information or content to be 
retrieved). 

Consider claim 3. The communication terminal according to claim 1, wherein, the 
personal information storage section is further operable to store a presentation attribute 
of own personal information that has been passed to another communication terminal 
(fig. 1-3b, abstract, title, Deeds et al. teaches information being displayed and 
personalized (i.e. mom, nick) and settings have been locked-in and set for a 
predetermined timed of use), and when personal information of the other 
communication terminal is displayed, the presentation attribute of the own personal 
information that has been passed to the other communication terminal is displayed 
together (fig. 1-3b, abstract, title, Deeds et al. teaches information being displayed and 
personalized (i.e. mom, nick) and settings have been locked-in and set for a 
predetermined timed of use and forward indicator is shown). 

Consider claim 4.The communication terminal according to claim 3, wherein, the own 
personal information includes an expiration time of the own personal information (1J: 5-8, 
Deeds et al. teaches expiry time or period of time for information to be used or un- 
locked), and 

the communication terminal further comprises a personal information update section 
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which is operable to check whether the expiration time of the own personal information 
that has been passed to the other communication terminal has expired and is operable 
to notify a user of the communication terminal that the expiration time of the own 
personal information that has been passed to the other communication terminal has 
expired. 

Consider claim 5.The communication terminal according to claim 1, wherein, the 
personal information acquired from the other communication terminal includes an 
expiration time of the personal information (title, fig. 4a, abstract, If: 5-8, 18-20, 24-34, 
Deeds et al. teaches setting expiration time as an incentive for a reward, including 
contact information, and profile id), and 

the communication terminal further comprises a personal information update section 
operable to place restrictions on placing a telephone call or transmitting an electronic 
mail by using the personal information acquired from the other communication terminal 
if the expiration time of the personal information has expired (title, abstract, fig. 4a, % 
49-55, Deeds et al. teaches receiving information about restrictions and expiry period 
and lock information or content that has restriction parameters). 
Consider claim 6. The communication terminal according to claim 5, wherein the 
personal information update section is operable to notify a user of the communication 
terminal that the expiration time of the personal information acquired from the other 
communication terminal has expired and resulted in restrictions being placed 
on the personal information (title, abstract, fig. 4a, 1J: 49-55, Deeds et al. teaches 
receiving information about restrictions and expiry period and lock information or 
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content, hence, when the expiry is met the receiving party will know that the message 
locked has expired and other restriction to the message in placed). 
Consider claim 7. The communication terminal according to claim 5, wherein the 
personal information update section is operable to delete 59, Sawada et al. teaches 
deleting restricted information), from the personal information storage section, personal 
information whose expiration time has expired (title, abstract, fig. 4a, If: 49-55, Deeds et 
al. teaches receiving information about restrictions and expiry period and lock 
information or content, hence, when the expiry is met the receiving party will know that 
the message locked has expired and other restriction to the message in placed). 
Consider claim 9. The communication terminal according to claim 1, wherein the 
communication section transmits or receives the personal information and the 
presentation attribute by utilizing a radio communication network through which a 
telephone conversation is carried out or an electronic mail is transmitted or received 
18-20, Sawada et al. teaches wireless communication network wherein the restricted 
information and data is sent and received by other mobile terminals granted permission 
by users input to restrict certain information). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Deeds et 
al. (US 200301 20500 A1 ), Sawada et al. (US 2008003271 7 A1 ), and in view of 
Emerson, III (US 20030043974 A1). 

Consider claim 8. The communication terminal according to claim 1, However, the 
combination of Deeds et al. and Sawada et al. do not disclose wherein the 
communication section transmits or receives the personal information and the 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,225 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2617 

presentation attribute by utilizing short-distance radio communication, without employing 
a radio communication network through which a telephone conversation is carried out or 
an electronic mail is transmitted or received, however, Emerson teaches short range 
communication via Bluetooth fl[: 46, Emerson teaches Bluetooth capabilities to transmit 
identity or contact personal information, hence, short-distance radio communication 
bypassing radio communication network). One skilled in the art would be motivated to 
use Bluetooth and other means of short-range communication means in order to have a 
more efficient and better use of network resources. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIEGO HERRERA whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-0907. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Diego Herrera/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



